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read a declaration from the Ministry in response to the
address, which amounted to an absolute non possumus.
The Ministerial declaration had been the subject of
a prolonged discussion in the Council of Ministers;
for my part I had not only protested strongly against
the terms in which it was conceived, but had questioned
the propriety of a reply by the Government to the
Douma. Arguing from the practice of other parlia-
mentary assemblies, I tried to convince my colleagues
that the Cabinet, as such, was not called upon to inter-
vene in a dialogue between the Sovereign and the repre-
sentatives of the nation, and that the sole result of a
like intervention would be to provoke a conflict at a
moment when it would be particularly sterile and daa-
gerous. I suggested, moreover, that it would be well
to submit to the Douma at once as many projects of laws
as possible, so as to furnish matter for debate and cut short
all attempts to overstep its prerogatives,
My objections, which received the support of M.
Stolypine alone, were set aside, and on the 26th of May
M. GoremyHne betook himself with great pomp and
ceremony to the Douma to read his declaration, accom-
panied by all the members of the Cabinet.
This first brush between the Government and the
assembly was deplorable from every point of view. Apart
from the contents of the declaration, which roused the
indignation of the majority present, the haughty attitude
and disdainful tone assumed by M. Goremykine while
he w^s reading displeased even the Octobrists and Con-
servatives, who had refused to vote on the address to the
throne, the result being that the Douma again exceeded
the rights granted by the charter of 1905 and hastened
t0 vote in the same session, by a crushing majority, an
order of the day condemning the Government and